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HAROLD  B.    LEE 


Excerpts  taken  from  an  article  written  by  Elder 

Marion  G.  Romney,  in  The  Improvement  Kra, 

July  issue,  1953. 


Harold  B.  Lee  is  a  powerful  man  in  modern 
Israel,  ihe  source  of  his  strength  is  in  his 
knowledge  that  he  lives  in  the  shadow  of  the 
Almighty,  lo  him,  his  Heavenly  Father  is  a 
senior  paitner,  daily  giving  him  guidance.  His 
contacts  with  heaven  are  direct  and  regular. 

Sunday  morning,  April  6,  1941,  Harold 
Bingham  Lee  was  unanimously  sustained  a 
member  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
by  the  Church  in  general  conlerence  assembled. 
Tiie  following  Thursday,  April  10,  President 
Heber  J.  Grant  ordained  anil  set  him  apart  to 
that  high  office.  He  was  thus  called  in  his 
young  manhood  to  what  he  considers  to  be  the 
most  sacred  service  required  of  mortal  men. 
He  came  to  it  well  qualified  and  in  the  strength 
of  great  humility. 

From  The  Improvement  Era  reports  pub- 
lished at  the  time  he  was  called  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve,  we  learn  of  his  rich  ancestral 
heritage  and  of  his  early  achievements.  "Born 
March  28,  1899,  at  Clifton,  Idaho,  a  son  of 
Samuel  M.  and  Louisa  Bingham  Lee,  he  was 
reared  on  the  family  farm  in  Cache  Valley.  But 
a  man's  beginnings  go  back  before  his  birth, 
and  Harold  B.  Lee  was  richly  endowed  by  heri- 
tage. Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry 
go  back  to  the  early  days  of  the  Church,  and 
his  progenitors  were  identified  with  pioneering 
and  colonizing  and  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of 
truth  from  Scotland  and  England,  from  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  across  the  plains,  and  down  to 
Utah's  Dixie,  and  on  up  to  the  hard-won  lands 
of  Southern  Idaho.  On  his  paternal  side  his 
great-grandfather  Francis  Lee,  and  great- 
grandmother,  Jane  Vale  Johnson,  joined  the 
Church  in  Indiana  in  1832,  and  shared  the 
tribulations  of  Liberty  and  Far  West  under  the 
'exterminating  order'  and  the  Nauvoo  evacua- 
tion, and  first  set  foot  in  Salt  Lake  Valley  in 
September,  1850.  Beside  the  names  of  Bing- 
ham and  Lee  which  he  carries,  in  his  veins 
flows  the  blood  of  other  notable  Church  names 
from  far  back. 

"Harold  B.  Lee,  a  member  of  a  family  of 
six  children  with  hard-working  parents  and 
times  not  too  easy,  learned  to  work  as  a  boy. 
District  school  at  the  age  of  five;  Oneida  Stake 
Academy  at  thirteen;  debating,  basketball,  and 
a  facility  with  the  slide  trombone  are  part  of 


the  picture  of  those  earlier  years.  I  he  Albion 
State  Normal  School  at  seventeen  followed  by 
a  first  teaching  job  near  Weston,  Idaho,  were 
steps  that  led  to  an  appointment  as  principal  of 
the  district  school  at  Oxford,  Idaho,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  A  call  to  the  Western  States  Mis- 
sion tor  which  he  departed  in  November,  1920, 
interrupted  this  activity.  Here  he  served,  lat- 
terly, as  president  of  the  Denver  District. 

"A  few  months  of  readjustment  followed  his 
mission  release  in  December,  1922,  after  which, 
in  the  summer  of  1923,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Salt  Lake  City,  attending  summer  ses- 
sions at  the  University  of  Utah  when  circum- 
stances permitted,  completing  the  remainder 
of  his  university  education  by  correspondence 
courses  and  extension  classes,  and  serving  as 
principal  of  two  schools  in  the  Granite  School 
District,  Salt  Lake  County,  from  1923  to  1928. 
Meanwhile  he  pursued  various  other  ventures 
as  opportunity  afforded,  later  to  become  first  a 
salesman  and  then  intermountain  manager  for 
the  Foundation  Press,  a  library  distributing 
organization. 

"This  position  he  relinquished  in  1932  to 
accept  an  appointment  as  Salt  Lake  City  com- 
missioner, being  responsible  for  the  department 
of  streets  and  public  properties.  He  resigned 
from  the  commissionership  in  December  1936, 
to  devote  his  full  time  as  managing  director  of 
the  Church  welfare  programme,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  had  been  appointed  some  months 
previous. 

"During  his  residence  in  Salt  Lake  City  he 
has  served  as  Pioneer  Stake  Religion  Class 
superintendent,  Sunday  School  superintendent, 
counsellor  in  the  stake  presidency,  and  from 
1930  to  1937,  as  stake  president.  With  his 
counsellors  he  had  instituted  in  1932,  a  stake 
welfare  programme  and  established  a  ware- 
house for  storing  and  distributing  food  and 
other  commodities.  Practices  worked  out  in 
this  and  other  stake  welfare  programmes  which 
had  originated  during  the  same  period  were 
embodied  in  the  general  Church  welfare  pro- 
gramme. 

"Elder  Lee  was  married  November  14,  1923, 
to  Fern  L.  Tanner,  daughter  of  Stewart  T.  and 
Janet  Coats  Tanner  of  Salt  Lake  City." 
(Continued  on  page  62) 
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CONFERENCE  CONDUCTED  IN 
RUSSIAN 

CANNES',  FRANCE.— The  first 
conference  conducted  in  the  Rus- 
sian language  (as  far  as  is 
known.)  was  neld  in  Nice,  France, 
Jan.  16,  1954.  The  speaker,  Eider 
Andre  K.  Anastasion,  labouring 
as  a  missionary  in  the  south  oi 
France  presented  the  subject, 
"What  Is  Mormonism?"  to  an 
attentive  audience  of  36  people. 

The  film  strip  "In  The  Tops  of 
the  Mountains''  was  presented 
also  and  explained  in  Russian. 

The  conference  concluded  with 
repeated  applause  in  the  Russian 
manner  and  a  request  for  another 
conference.  This  was  fixed  for 
January  30. 

NEW  YORK  TIMES  REVIEWS 
"THE  COMING  OF  THE  MOR- 
MONS."— On  their  page  devoted 
to  "Books  for  Younger  Readers," 
the  New  York  Times  "Book  Re- 
view" supplement  of  Feb.  14,  re- 
views the  book,  "The  Coming  of 
the  Mormons."  The  183-page 
book  is  written  by  Jim  Kjelgaard, 
and  illustrated  by  Stephen  J. 
Voorhies. 

The  review,  written  by  Ellen 
Lewis  Buell,  children's  book  editor 
of  the  New  York  Times,  reads: 

"One  of  the  most  interesting 
among  the  new  volumes  of  the 
series"  ("Landmark  Books"  pub- 
lished by  Random  House),  "this 
is  a  tribute  to  a  group  which  has 
hitherto  received  short  shrift  in 
juvenile  literature. 

"Without  over-dramatizing  his 
subject,  Jim  Kjelgaard  describes 
the  heroic  Mormons'  migration 
from  Illinois  and    the    establish- 


ment of  a  colony  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  desert. 

"He  stresses  the  Mormons'  com- 
mon sense  and  ingenuity  as  well 
as  their  courage  and  faith  and 
corrects  a  number  of  popular  mis- 
conceptions concerning  the 
Latter-day  Saints." 

EXCERPTS  TAKEN  FROM 
PRESIDENT  MCKAY'S  RE- 
PORT   ON    MISSION    TOUR.— 

"The  press  interviews  in  Los 
Angeles  -reminded  President  Mc- 
Kay of  the  many  hours  he  had 
spent  in  similar  circumstances 
during  the  six  weeks  of  travel 
into  South  Africa,  and  South  and 
Central  America.  In  every  city 
he  held  press  conferences  many 
of  the  interviews  lasting  several 
hours.  "Our  trip  has  had  won- 
derful coverage,"  he  said.  "Much 
has  been  published  and  not  one 
antagonistic  line  has  reached  us." 

"Our  anticipations  and  desires 
before  leaving  have  been  more 
than  realized  regarding  Church 
conditions  and  prospects  for  the 
future  of  the  work  in  South 
Africa,  South  America  and  Cen- 
tral America. 

"There  was  never  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  when  op- 
portunities for  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  the  world  are  so  favour- 
able." 


"President  McKay  was  most  im- 
pressed with  the  welcome  of  the 
Saints  especially  in  Johannesburg 
and  Cape  Town.  He  considered 
the  future  of  the  Church  bright 
in  South  Africa.  "The  work  is 
growing  excellently  in  this  mis- 
sion. The  missionaries  are  en- 
couraged," President  McKay  ex- 
plained." 
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FAITH—  an  Effective  Weapon 

against  Wickedness  in  Men  and  Nations 


By   Elder   Harold   B.   Lee. 

OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TWELVE 


During  the  few  moments  that  I  occupy  this 
position,  I  seek  humbly  for  an  interest  in  your 
faith  and  in  your  prayers. 

I  should  like  to  take,  if  I  may,  a  text  from 
an  inspired  prayer  that  1  heard  President 
McKay  offer  several  months  ago  in  a  sacred 
place,  the  burden  of  which  was  a  plea  for  in- 
creased faith  in  God,  which  would  act  as  an 
effective  weapon  against  the  great  anti-Christ, 
to  which  he  has  made  reference  this  morning, 
communism  and  dictatorship  in  nations,  and 
sin  and  wickedness  in  men. 

In  this  expression,  President  McKay  is  in 
full  harmony  with  that  which  has  been  taught 
by  all  the  prophets  from  the  beginning.  The 
Prophet  Ether,  2400  years  before  Christ,  gave 
expression  to  the  same  thought,  when  he  said: 

"Wherefore,  whoso  believeth  in  God  might 
with  surety  hope  for  a  better  world,  yea,  even 
a  place  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  which  hope 
cometh  of  faith,  maketh  an  anchor  to  the  souls 
of  men,  which  would  make  them  sure  and 
steadfast,  always  abounding  in  good  works." 
(Ether  12:4.) 

The  Apostle  Paul  impressed  that  same  great 
truth  in  a  negative  way,  when  he  said, 

"If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ, 
we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable."  (1  Cor. 
15:19.) 

Some  while  ago,  I  chanced  to  be  visiting  on 
the  campus  of  Stanford  University,  and  there 
on  the  walls  of  the  memorial  chapel,  I  saw 
written  by  some  unnamed  writer,  what  might 
be  considered  as  a  translation  of  that  great 
truth  into  a  formula  of  action,  as  a  guide 
through  life.     This  is  what  was  written  there: 

"An  eternal  existence  in  prospect  converts 
the  whole  of  your  present  state  into  a  mere  vesti- 
bule of  the  grand  court  of  life,  an  introduction, 
a  beginning  of  what  is  to  follow,  an  entrance 
into  that  interminable  extent  of  being  which  is 
the  true  life  of  man.  The  best  thoughts, 
affections,  and  aspirations  of  a  truly  great  soul 
are  fixed  upon  the  infinitude  of  immortality. 


Destined,  as  such  a  great  soul  is,  for  immor- 
tality, finds  all  that  is  not  eternal,  too  short, 
and  all  that  is  not  infinite,  too  small." 

As  I  pondered  the  meaning  of  those  words 
and  the  prayer  of  President  McKay  and  the 
expressions  of  the  prophets  regarding  the 
need  for  faith,  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
1  remembered  what  the  Lord  said  in  the  earliest 
commandment  which  was  given  to  parents: 

"And  again,  inasmuch  as  parents  have 
children  in  Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes  which 
are  organized,  that  teach  them  not  to  under- 
stand the  doctrine  of  repentance,  faith  in  Christ 
the  Son  of  the  living  God  .  .  .  the  sin  be  upon 
the  heads  of  the  parents."  (D.  &  C.  68:  25.) 

And  in  that  same  inspired  declaration  by 
revelation,  the  Lord  gave  us  what  we  might 
style  as  a  five-point  programme  by  which 
parents  could  teach  faith.  First,  he  said,  their 
children  were  to  be  baptized  when  they  had 
/eached  the  age  of  accountability  at  eight 
years;  second,  they  were  to  be  taught  to  pray; 
third,  they  were  to  be  taught  to  walk  uprightly 
before  the  Lord;  fourth,  they  were  to  be  taught 
to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy;  and  fifth,  they 
were  to  be  schooled  not  to  be  idle,  either  in  the 
Church,  or  in  their  private  lives. 

All  parents  who  have  followed  that  formula 
and  have  so  taught  their  children  have  reaped 
the  reward  of  an  increased  faith  in  their  family, 
which  has  stood  and  will  yet  stand  the  test  of 
the  difficulties  into  which  their  children  would 
yet  go. 

I  read  not  long  ago,  an  expression  from  a 
young  man  in  military  service,  in  which  the 
young  man  gave  expression  to  a  faith  in  which 
undoubtedly  he  had  been  schooled  by  his 
parents  who  had  followed  that  instruction  of 
the  Master  to  parents  to  which  I  have  already 
made  reference.  This  was  the  boyish  way  our 
boy  in  the  military  service  declared  his  faith: 

"We  thank  God  that  we  have  discovered 
that  he  will  always  help  us  to  give  our  very 
best,  and  that  we  must  take  more  and  more 
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from  him  in  order  that  we  will  not  let  him 
down.  We  have  learned  that  he  will  not  fail 
us  and  that  we  must  not  fail  him.  Thank  God 
for  God." 

Someone  has  aptly  said,  "You  do  not  need 
to  train  a  boy  to  be  vicious,  just  let  him  go 
without  training  and  he  will  be  vicious  of  his 
own  accord."  In  that  regard  I  remember  what 
Thomas  Carlyle  wrote: 

"A  man  without  a  purpose  in  life  is  as  a 
ship  without  a  rudder,  a  waif,  a  nothing,  a 
nobody.  Have  a  purpose  in  life,  and  having  it, 
throw  such  strength  of  muscle  and  brain  into 
your  work  as  God  has  given  you." 

The  youth  who  has  been  trained  in  a  Latter- 
day  Saint  home  has  been  schooled  in  what  that 
purpose  of  life  should  be,  "to  gain  immor- 
tality" and  "to  gain  eternal  life."  Having  such 
a  purpose,  our  boys  in  military  service, 
anchored  by  an  abiding  faith  in  the  omnipo- 
tent power  of  the  Almighty,  might  have  writ- 
ten as  a  fitting  epitaph  to  them  as  was  writ- 
ten upon  the  tombs  of  early  American  heroes, 

"So  nigh  is  grandeur  to  the  dust. 

So  near  is  God  to  man, 

When  duty  whispers  Lo,  thou  must, 

The  youth  replies  I  can." 

It  is  fruitless  for  us  to  try  to  enjoin  youth  to 
be  chaste  by  merely  doing  as  the  military  have 
sought  to  teach,  merely  because  of  a  fear  of 
a  loathsome  disease  if  he  is  unchaste,  or  as 
some  of  our  schools  would  teach,  merely  be- 
cause of  the  harm  that  would  thus  come  to 
society  as  a  result  of  his  unchastity. 

Paul,  the  Apostle,  taught  that  we  must  be 
girded  with  a  girdle  of  truth.  What  truth 
shall  we  be  girded  with?  Our  loins  must  be 
girded  with  the  truth  that  every  handsome 
young  man  and  every  beautiful  young  girl  is 
winged  for  a  heavenly  flight. 

How  can  be  enjoin  an  alcoholic  against  his 
debauchery  except  we  lift  the  shades  of  a  dark- 
ened soul  and  let  him  glimpse  himself  as  a  son 
of  God,  as  a  child  of  God.  The  programme 
of  the  Alcoholics  Anonymous  starts  with  two 
basic  pillars:  first,  that  the  individual  has  a 
desire  to  quit  the  use  of  alcohol,  and  second, 
he  must  have  faith  in  a  Supreme  Being.  Any 
programme  upon  any  other  basis  intended  to 
reclaim  those  in  the  vices  of  that  vicious  habit 
is  doomed  to  failure. 

In  short,  we  might  well  say,  echoing  that 
which  was  written  on  the  Stanford  Memorial 
Chapel  walls,  we  must  teach  all  such,  and  our 
youth,  that  "all  that  is  not  eternal  is  too  short, 
and  all  that  is  not  infinite  is  too  small." 


Patriotism  and  loyalty  in  defence  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  constantly 
enjoined  upon  us.  President  McKay  again 
this  morning  has  made  reference  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  in  his  remarks.  To  be  effective  in 
such  teaching,  we  must  begin  by  inspiring  in 
each  heart  the  faith  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  written  by  inspired  men 
whom  God  raised  up  for  that  very  purpose. 

It  was  Joseph  Smith  who  has  been  quoted 
as  having  said  that  the  time  would  come  when 
the  Constitution  would  hang  as  by  a  thread, 
and  at  that  time  when  it  was  thus  in  jeopardy, 
the  elders  of  this  Church  would  step  forth  and 
save  it  from  destruction. 

Why  the  elders  of  this  Church?  Would  it  be 
sacrilegious  to  paraphrase  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Peter,  and  say  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  could  be  saved  by  the 
elders  of  this  Church  because  this  Church  and 
this  Church  alone  has  the  words  of  eternal 
life?  We  alone  know  by  revelation  as  to  how 
the  Constitution  came  into  being,  and  we, 
alone,  know  by  revelation  the  destiny  of  this 
nation.  The  preservation  of  "life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness"  can  be  guaranteed 
upon  a  sincere  faith  and  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  these  teachings. 

We  have  been  given  a  serious  responsibility 
in  preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
world.  We  have  been  told  in  meetings  even 
preceding  this  conference  session  that  we  must 
reach  out  to  the  minorities.  Our  beloved 
Brother  Kimball  has  urged  others  and  has  de- 
voted his  energies  for  the  past  few  years  to 
an  energetic  proselyting  urge  among  the 
Lamanites  and  those  minority  groups.  But 
again,  how  can  these  backward  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  be  brought  out"  of  darkness 
and  uplifted? 

A  lifelong  missionary,  in  commenting  about 
his  work  among  the  Indians  out  in  the  west 
Shoshone  reservation  in  Nevada,  in  reporting 
on  various  uplift  activities  to  reclaim  the 
Indians,  made  this  very  significant  statement: 

"All  their  zealous  and  patient  efforts  to  help 
the  Indian's  plight  tend  to  become  another 
crutch  that  the  Indian  depends  upon.  Those 
Indians  who  have  become  progressively  inde- 
pendent apparently  have  become  so  because  of 
personal  and  religious  factors  wholly  unre- 
lated to  the  government  programme." 

What  he  is  saying,  in  effect,  is  that  the 
building  of  faith  and  testimony  in  these  people 
is  fundamental  and  essential  to  this  redemp- 
tion. 

It  was  that  same  thing  the  Master  said  about 
(Continued  on  page  65) 
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CONFERENCE   ADDRESS 


Remarks  of  President   David  O.   McKay  at 
4  p.m.  session  of  Transvaal  District  Con- 
ference— South    African    Mission — held 
Sunday,  January  10,  1954,  in  Duncan  Hall, 
City  Centre,  Johannesburg. 
President  McKay  (reading) 
(John  20:24-29). 

"But  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve,  called 
Didymus,  was  not  with  them  when  Jesus  came. 

"The  other  disciples  therefore  said  unto 
him,  'We  have  seen  the  Lord.'  But  he  said  unto 
them,  'Except  I  shall  see  in  His  hands  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his 
side,  I  will  not  believe.' 

"And  after  eight  days  again  his  disciples 
were  within,  and  Thomas  with  them:  then  came 
Jesus,  the  doors  being  shut,  and  stood  in  the 
midst  and  said  'Peace  be  unto  you'. 

"Then  saith  He  to  Thomas,  "Reach  hither 
thy  finger,  and  behold  my  hands;  and  reach 
hither  thy  hands,  and  thrust  it  into  my  side; 
and  be  not  faithless,  but  believing." 

"And  Thomas  answered  and  said  unto  Him, 
'My  Lord  and  My  God.' 

"Jesus  saith  unto  him.  'Thomas,  because 
thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed:  blessed 
are  they  who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  they  be- 
lieved.' " 

Before  commenting  further  on  that  remark- 
able incident  I  am  going  to  make  a  confession 
to  you.  I  have  difficulty  today  realizing  that 
I  am  in  Johannesburg,  over  1 1 ,000  miles  from 
home. 

On  December  1 1 ,  we  were  in  Los  Angeles 
laying  the  cornerstone  of  the  largest  temple 
yet  to  be  built  in  this  dispensation.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  over  10,000  people  gathered  at 
that  ceremony.  December  20  we  met  in  our 
own  ward.  On  the  27th  we  were  in  Liberty,  a 
little  town  in  Ogden  Valley  in  which  I  was 
born,  and  dedicated  a  new  chapel.  There  are 
three  wards  in  that  valley  and  Liberty  is  the 
smallest  with  191  members  in  the  ward.  There 
were  485  people  present  at  the  dedicatory  ser- 
vice. That  was  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 

At  5  o'clock.  December  27.  we  attended  the 
dedicatory  service  of  the  large,  beautiful 
chapel  in  the  Thirty-third,  Thirty-fourth  Ward 
in   Ogden.     Two  large    wards    will     use    the 


chapel.  It  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $250,000.  That  was  December 
27th. 

Last  Sunday  evening  we  were  in  London, 
where  we  had  a  most  inspirational  meeting 
with  the  London  Branch.  It  was  a  testimony 
meeting,  one  long  to  be  remembered. 

And  today  we  are  in  Johannesburg. 

Truly  we  are  living  in  a  remarkable  age.  But 
that  is  not  the  condition  which  makes  it 
difficult  for  me  to  believe.  It  is  one  of  these 
simple  facts  mentioned  by  President  Reiser 
which  we  pass  by  as  unimportant. 

It  is  the  spirit  of  this  conference — a  oneness, 
a  spirit  of  brotherhood,  a  spirit  of  love. 

We  might  be  in  Los  Angeles,  or  we  might 
be  in  Liberty  or  Thirty  Third — Thirty  Fourth 
Ward  or  London  or  New  York  where  we  were 
last  Saturday  evening.  What  is  this  spirit?  The 
speakers  have  referred  to  it  very  impressively. 

I  feel  impressed  to  continue  with  that 
thought.  That  is  why  I  have  read  that  inc- 
dent  of  Christ's  appearing  to  his  disciples  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  not  on  the  Sabbath, 
celebrated  by  the  Jews  at  that  time  or  kept 
sacred  by  them.     These  meetings  were  on  the 
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first  day  of  the  week,  commemorating  the  re- 
surrection of  their  Lord.  This  was  the  second 
meeting.  I  have  read  the  conversation  of 
Thomas  and  the  other  members  of  the  Twelve 
and  then  the  Saviour's  remarks  to  him. 

How  gentle! 

How  reassuring! 

But  Thomas  did  not  need  to  put  his  finger  in 
the  prints  of  the  wounds.  He  did  not  need  to 
thrust  his  hands  into  the  wound  in  the  Saviour's 
side.  He  did  not  even  lessen  the  distance  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Saviour,  but  I  picture 
him  reverently  bowing  his  head  and  saying 
'My  Lord  and  My  God!' 

".  .  .  Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  me, 
thou  hast  believe:  blessed  are  they  that  have 
not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." — John  20:29. 

All  the  congregations  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred were  composed  largely  of  men  and 
women  as  this  is,  who  believe.  More  than 
that — who  have  an  assurance  of  the  divinity 
of  their  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  and 
that,  my  brethren  and  sisters  is  one  of  the  great 
possessions  of  life — a  consciousness  that  you 
are  right,  that  you  have  your  Saviour,  and  that 
He  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God. 

We  do  not  look  upon  the  Father  and  the 
Son  as  one  person  indivisable.  Jesus'  Father 
was  an  entity  as  much  an  entity  as  He  Himself 
is  an  entity,  discernible  by  His  disciples,  recog- 
nized as  'Lord  and  My  God.' 

And  I  am  happy  today  to  meet  with 
brethren  and  sisters  who  have  that  assurance 
in  their  hearts,  not  an  arrogance  which  sets 
you  apart  from  your  fellow  men. 

Not  a  selfish  feeling,  expressed  by  the  man 
who  prayed,  'Father,  bless  me,  my  wife  and 
son,  Johan  and  his  wife,  We  four  and  no  more.' 
But  a  feeling  of  reverence,  of  appreciation,  a 
consciousness  that  you  are  one  with  your  God. 
That  you  might  go  to  Him  in  days  of  distress, 
as  Sister  McKay  has  pointed  out,  in  hours  of 
sorrow  and  find  comfort,  because  you  know 
that  you  are  His  child.  You  can  go  to  Him 
as  a  child  would  go  to  his  earthly  father  or 
mother.  Sometime  the  answer  may  not  come 
affirmatively  any  more  than  it  comes  from  an 
earthly  father  or  mother  affirmatively,  because 
they  think  the  child's  request  would  be  an  in- 
jury to  him  or  her. 

But  you  feel  a  closeness  to  Him.  You  feel  a 
kinship  to  the  Saviour.  A  testimony  we  call 
it,  of  the  existence  of  God.  The  reality  of  His 
beloved  Son — the  Only  Begotten  in  the  flesh — 
the  Saviour  of  the  World,  and  that  He  has 
given  to  mankind  in  its  purity,  the  plan  where- 


by all  men,  not  only  just  a  handful  of  men, 
may  come  into  His  presence  by  obedience  to 
certain  requirements.     None  are  excluded. 

Isn't  it  a  glorious  feeling  to  sense  that  you 
have  something  which  you  would  like  the 
whole  world  to  possess.  That  is  not  arrogance. 

If  you  have  been  travelling  alone  and  as  a 
husband  have  seen  something  extraordinary 
in  nature,  or,  for  example  the  catching  of  a 
huge  shark  in  the  sea,  something  thrilling.  If 
you  have,  then  you  wished  that  somebody, 
some  dear  one,  your  wife  were  by  you  to  share 
it. 

That  is  a  simple  illustration.  So  it  is  with 
the  Gospel,  an  assurance  that  the  Gospel  is 
true,  awakens  a  desire  to  share  it  with  one 
who  may  not  have  it. 

What  a  possession! 

How  may  all  the  world  get  it? 

The  Saviour  said  when  they  asked,  "... 
How  knowest  this  man  letters,  having  never 
learned."  (John  7:  15).  He  gave  a  simple  re- 
ply.   Note  how  practical! 

"If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know 
of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or 
whether  I  speak  of  myself."  (John  7:  17.) 

There  is  not  a  man  of  woman  of  ordinary 
intelligence,  possessing  ordinary  intelligence  or 
a  young  man  or  young  woman,  not  even  a  child 
who  may  not  apply  that  test  and  get  the  prom- 
ised reward  that  the  doctrine  is  of  God. 

How  sublime! 

What  a  promise! 

And  that  is  what  Mormonism,  so  called,  is 
declaring  to  the  world. 

It  is  not  just  for  the  group  in  Liberty,  in 
Thirty-third — Thirty-fourth,  or  Los  Angeles  or 
Johannesburg.  It  is  for  all  the  world.  Not 
only  for  those  who  are  living  but  for  those 
who  are  dead. 

How  comprehensive! 

How  gloriously  sublime! 

'Why  is  the  Lord  so  eager  to  save  his  chil- 
dren? Let  me  ask  you  —  what  would  all  these 
worlds  be  —  worlds  upon  worlds,  infinite,  in- 
calculable, I  repeat,  what  would  they  be  to  the 
Creator,  if  He  had  no  children?' 

What  would  rocks,  seas,  snow-capped  moun- 
tains— what  would  gold,  silver,  coal  and  iron 
be  to  an  intelligent  being,  if  he  had  no  children. 

Listen  then  to  this  sublime  revelation  in  this 
modern  day,  peculiar  to  the  Latter-day  Saint 
literature.    Says  the  Lord: 

"...  This  is  my  work  and  my  glory  (my 
glory) — to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and 
eternal  life  of  man."  (Moses  1:  39). 
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And  so,  we  say  to  all  the  world,  and  all  con- 
tinents that  is  the  message  of  the  Restored 
Gospel.  You  may  find  that  it  is  true  by  com- 
plying with  the  simple  admonition  of  the 
Saviour,  given  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago. 

If  I  taste  a  fruit,  I  know  that  it  is  good,  and 
I  can  decide  to  retain  it  and  enjoy  it  or  throw 
it  aside.  That  simple  rule  is  given  to  the 
people  on  all  continents.  Test  the  Gospel  and 
see  if  it  good. 

If  you  do  the  Father's  will,  ye  shall  know. 
What  is  that  will? 

That  is  why,  as  Brother  Brummer  told  us  so 
impressively,  there  are  so  many  sects.  They 
don't  know  the  will.  But  the  Saviour  is  the 
one  guide  in  that  as  he  is  in  everything. 

How  satisfying  to  feel  that  we  can  go  to 

Him   in  our  perplexities,  in   our  doubts,  and 
find  consolation  and  the  answer. 

What  is  His  will? 

He  tells  us  in  a  wonderfully  concise  manner 
when  the  lawyers  asked  "Which  is  the  great 
commandment  in  the  law?"  (Matt.  22:36).  And 
the  sublime  answer — "  .  .  .  Love  the  Lord  Thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  great 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto  it. 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 
(Matt.  22:37-39.) 

Men  today  say  that  second  is  impractical. 

It  is  not.  It  is  impracticable  because  of  those 
weaknesses  of  the  flesh,  already  mentioned  by 
President  Reiser,  and  Brother  Brummer.  They 
have  named  some  of  those  things  which  many 
slavishly  practice.  If  we  eliminate  some  of 
them,  all  men  become  our  brothers  and  our 
sisters. 

If  we  overcome  for  example,  self-sympathy, 
we  shall  make  a  great  step  towards  recognizing 
our  neighbour  as  a  friend  and  as  a  brother. 

The  Lord  further  instructed  to  the  Twelve 
specific  steps  to  know  His  Will.  This  we  infer 
from  what  Peter  said  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 
How  do  you  know  that? 

People  were  picked  in  their  hearts  until  they 
cried  out  as  I  wish  the  world  would  cry  out 
today.  "Men  and  Brethren,  what  shall  we  do?" 
(Acts  2:  37.) 

And  Peter  answered  (as  we  have  heard)  first 
"Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of 
sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holv 
Ghost."  (Acts  2:  38). 


Simple,  but  there  are  the  steps.  Why  not 
accept  them.  "For  the  promise  is" — he  con- 
tinues "is  unto  you  (you  three  thousand  Jews) 
and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar 
off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
coll."  (Acts  2:  39). 

And  then  later,  a  few  years  after  that  Peter 
wrote  a  general  epistle  to  those  Saints  wherein 
he  mentions  the  principles  repentance,  baptism 
and  confirmation  and  "Leaving  these  things" — 
the  Prophet  Joseph,  in  translating  that,  said 
"Not  leaving  these  things  "Add  to  your  faith 
virtue;  and  to  virtue  knowledge;  and  to  know- 
ledge temperance;  and  to  temperance  patience: 
and  to  patience  godliness;  and  to  godliness 
brotherly  kindness;  and  to  brotherly  kindness 
charity."  (2nd  Peter  1:  5-7.)  And  then  note  this: 

For  if  these  things  (these  virtues)  be  in  you, 
and  abound,  they  make  you  that  ye  shall 
neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  (2nd  Peter  1:8.) 

That  is  the  way  you  can  get  your  testimony, 
and  you  can  see  when  you  feel  that  closeness, 
that  harmony  with  your  Father,  with  heavenly, 
eternal  things,  you  can  say  with  Thomas: 

"My  Lord  and  My  God!" 

"If  I  were  a  voice — a  persuasive  voice 

That  could  travel  the  wide  world  through, 

I   would  fly  on  the  beams  of  the  morning 
light, 

And  speak  to  men  with  a  gentle  might, 

And  tell  them  to  be  true. 

I'd  fly  o'er  land  and  sea. 

Wherever  a  human  heart  might  be. 

Telling  a  tale,  or  singing  a  song, 

In  praise  of  the  Right  and  in  blame  of  the 
Wrong." 

— Charles  MacKay. 

So  today  I  say  to  you.  and  to  all  groups 
throughout  the  world,  the  1,450,000  and 
another  1.450,000  who  are  sympathetic,  who 
are  friendly  and  double  these  two  millions  I 
would  say  to  all:  Be  true! 

First,  be  true  to  self,  for  unless  you  are,  you 
begin  to  sympathize  with  yourself  and  you  be- 
gin to  blame  others — a  dangerous  condition. 
The  President  of  the  branch  says  a  word  and 
he  hurts  your  feelings,  and  you  blame  him.  By 
so  doing  you  are  hurting  yourself  in  feeling 
that  way.  If  he  is  wrong  in  condemning  or  dis- 
missing you,  let  him  carry  the  responsibility. 
It  isn't  yours. 

Your  responsibility  is  to  remain  true  to  what 
you  know  is  right.  The  Lord  through  His 
servants  will  take  care  of  him. 

If  you  harbour  that  hate,  if  you  say,  "I'll  get 
even  with  him."  the  adversary  just  stirs  you  up 
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and  implants  some  things  in  your  heart  which 
destroy  the  spirit,  and  awakens  combativeness 
in  you.  That  is  the  animal  nature.  It  is  not 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  not  at  all.  You  see  some- 
body doing  things  and  you  find  fault.  You 
could  do  it  much  better.  That  doesn't  correct 
it,  if  you  criticize  and  find  fault. 

Why  find  fault?  Much  better  to  look  at 
something  good  in  your  neighbour,  than  some- 
thing bad. 

That  reminds  me;    I'm  going  to  tell  you  a 
story  about  an  old  Japanese  philosopher. 
It  happened   before  the  English  thundered 

at  the  gates  of  Japan  and  made  Japan  open 
that  far  eastern  country  to  the  world  of  com- 
merce. 

In  those  days  the  philosopher  was  wont  to 
go  out  of  the  city  gates  and  study  nature,  and 
they  do  to  this  day.  You  follow  a  pathway, 
just  as  sure  as  you  follow  it,  you  will  come  to 
a  beautiful  sight.  It  might  be  the  ocean,  or 
Fugiyamo  in  the  distance— something  beauti- 
ful. 

And  in  those  days  philosophers  did  that  and 
then  brought  back  their  studies  to  the  work- 
men at  night,  teaching  them  the  higher  things. 

One  day  when  he  started  out  a  workman 
said:  "When  you  come  back  will  you  please 
bring  me  a  rose  that  I  may  study  further  the 
lessons  you  gave  us?" 

"Yes,  I  will  give  you  a  rose."  He  had  not 
gone  far  before  a  second  said:  "I  wonder  if 
you  will  bring  me  a  hawthorn  twig  that  I  may 
see  what  you  tried  to  explain  last  night." 
"Yes,  I  will  bring  you  a  hawthorn  twig."  Just 
as  he  was  leaving  the  gate  a  man  said:  "Will 
you  please  bring  me  a  lily,  that  I  may  study 
the  purity  you  mentioned?" 

At  night  the  three  workmen  were  at  the  gate 
when  the  philosopher  returned.  To  the  first 
he  gave  the  rose.  To  the  second  he  gave  the 
hawthorn  twig,  and  to  the  third,  he  gave  the 
lily. 

Suddenly,  the  man  said:  "Here  is  a  thorn  on 
the  stem  of  my  rose."  And  the  second  en- 
couraged said:  "Here  is  a  dead  leaf  clinging  to 
my  hawthorn  twig."  And  the  third,  em- 
boldened by  the  others  said:  "Here  is  dirt 
clinging  to  the  roots  of  my  lily." 

"Let  me  see,"  said  the  philosopher,  and  he 
took  the  rose  from  the  first:  the  hawthorn  twig 
from  the  second,  and  the  lily  from  the  third. 
He  broke  the  thorn  from  the  rose,  and  handed 
the  thorn  to  the  first.     He  took  the  dead  leaf 


from  the  hawthorn  twig  and  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  second.  He  took  the  dirt  from 
the  lily  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  third, 
retaining  the  rose,  the  twig  and  the  lily,  he  said: 

"Each  of  you  has  what  attracted  him  first. 
You  looked  for  the  thorn.  I  leave  it  with  you." 
"You  saw  the  dead  leaf,  it  was  left  there." 
"You  saw  the  dirt,  not  the  lily."  "You  keep 
what  you  looked  for.  I  will  keep  the  rose,  the 
twig  and  the  lily  for  the  beauty  I  see  in  them." 

Each  of  us  may  have  a  thorn  in  our  charac- 
ter. There  may  be  a  dead  leaf  clinging  some- 
where. Some,  like  the  poor  woman  who  was 
thrust  at  the  Saviour's  feet,  might  have  dirt 
clinging,  but  in  nearly  all  of  the  human  family 
we  can  find  a  rose,  if  we  look  for  it,  a  twig  or  a 
lily,  that  will  bring  our  spirits  nearer  to  the 
ideal. 

When  Christ  said:  "Love  your  neighbour" — 
not  criticize,  not  find  fault,  that  does  not  mean 
that  you  are  not  to  condemn  sin.  When  the 
woman  lay  there  condemned  by  those  Phari- 
sees who  said  haughtily.  "...  the  law  com- 
manded us,  that  such  should  be  stoned:  but 
what  sayest  thou?"  (John  8:5.)  And  for  the 
first  time  on  record,  Jesus  wrote  something, 
with  His  finger  in  the  sand.  Nobody  knows 
what  it  was.  But  He  said:  "He  that  is  with- 
out sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at 
her."  (John  8:7.)  And  they  drifted  away.  Then 
he  said:  "Woman,  where  are  those  thine 
accusers?"  (John  8:10).  Jesus  said:  "  .  .  . 
Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no 
more."  (John  8:11.) 

Charity  for  the  person. 

Condemnation  for  the  sin. 
There  is  a  beautiful  hymn,  that  we  sing  too 
seldom,  which  goes  something  like  this  — 

"Then  speak  no  ill,  but  lenient  be 

To  other's  failings,  as  your  own. 

If  you're  the  first  a  fault  to  see, 

Be  not  the  first  to  make  it  known, 

For  life  is  but  a  passing  day; 

No  lip  can  tell  how  brief  its  span; 

Then,  O  the  little  time  we  stay, 

Let's  speak  of  all  the  best  we  can." 
I  have  mentioned  the  spirit  of  fault-finding, 
and  criticism  because  sometimes  it  brings  dis- 
unity in  our  branches,  and  honest  people  seek- 
ing the  truth  seeing  disunity  will  say:  "That  is 
not  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel."  Better  for  them 
to  say  whenever  they  meet  a  group  of  Latter- 
day  Saints:  "They  are  the  happiest  people  we 
know."    We  should  be. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  that  testimony  of 
the  truth,  that  assurance  you  have,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  prizes  you  can  possess. 
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God  help  you  to  keep  it!  Put  in  your  hearts 
— love  for  our  fellow  men.  and  though  they 
may  hate  us.  and  misjudge  us.  we  know  that 
they  are  wrong,  because  they  are  misjudging 
us. 

If  a  man  says  I  have  stolen  something,  I 
know  he  is  not  telling  the  truth.  He  may  not 
know  it,  so  why  condemn  him?  I  will  try  to 
prove  to  him  that  I  am  not  a  dhhonest  man. 

Let  me  say  that  every  Latter-day  wSaint  who 
loves  his  fellow  men  is  willing  to  deny  him- 
self the  comforts  of  life  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel — as  an 
illustration  I  will  just  conclude  by  reading  a 
letter  I  received  last  evening,  special  delivery, 
about  the  son  whom  probably  some  of  you  will 
remember. 

It  was  not  written  for  publication,  but  it  is  an 
illustration  of  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  what  members  who  have  a  testi- 
mony will  do  to  proclaim  it  to  an  unbelieving 
world. 

Do  any  of  you  remember  Elder  Barrett,  who 
gave  his  life  here  in  South  Africa.  His  father 
writes  to  us.  Probably  I  met  him  at  Brother 
Barrett's  funeral. 

It  starts:  "Dear  ones  far  from  home,  but  not 
forgotten.     My  heart  and  prayers  follow  you. 

"God  bless  you  both  as  you  arrive  in  Johan- 
nesburg. I  am  especially  there  in  spirit  for  it 
was  in  that  far  off  city  five  years  ago  last  July 
14,  that  my  missionary  boy,  LeGrande  D. 
Barrett  died  in  the  missionary  work  of  our 
great  Church.  How  my  heart  was,  and  is  yet, 
tied  up  in  that  splendid  young  man.  God  knew 
best,  and  my  boy  is  yet  on  his  mission." 

Brother  Barrett  has  that  assurance  that  his 
boy  lives.  He  died  in  the  cause  of  serving  his 
fellow  men  and  thereby  serving  his  God. 

May  we  achieve  the  two  great  purposes  of 
our  lives  my  dear  fellow  workers  in  this  Trans- 
vaal District.  First,  as  stated  this  morning,  to 
build  characters  approaching  the  Christ  life,  if 
we  can.  And  second,  in  giving  service  to 
fellow  men.    That  is  the  work  of  the  Church. 

God  bless  all  who  have  that  testimony.  May 
He  give  you  love  and  peace  in  your  hearts  and 
a  feeling  of  compassion  and  love  for  all  man- 
kind, I  pray  in  the  nameof  Jesus  Christ. 

—AMEN. 


Lee  Goates,  wife  of  Bishop  L.  Brent  Goates, 
have  borne  him  five  grandchildien,  all  boys. 
With  these  fine  grandsons,  Harold  is  experienc- 
ing the  thrills  and  joys  he  hoped  to  have  with 
sons  whom  the  Lord  did  not  see  fit  to  give  him. 

He  is  an  appreciative,  grateful,  helpful  man, 
blessing  all  who  touch  his  iife. 

He  loves  the  youth  and  is  intimate  with  their 
problems.  During  1945  he  delivered  a  series 
of  radio  addresses,  titled  Youth  and  the 
Church. 

He  loves  the  brethren  with  and  under  whom 
he  labours.  From  his  own  statements  it  is 
clear  that  one  of  the  things  which  sustains  him 
in  his  boldness  is  his  certain  conviction  that 
the  leadership  of  the  Church  is  inspired. 

He  loves  his  family.  The  loyalty,  affectionate 
consideration  and  love  for  one  another  shown 
by  parents,  children,  and  grandchildren  in  his 
home  is  a  worthy  example  to  the  Church. 

Such  is  Harold  B.  Lee,  who  now  stands,  not 
at  the  end  of  his  career  but  on  its  threshold. 
He  knows  his  course,  is  recognized  for  what 
he  is,  and  is  on  his  way.  Behind  him  is  a  record 
of  high  attainment.  Before  him,  "hills  peep 
o'r  hills,  and  Alps  on  Alps  arise."  Sustained  by 
the  conviction  that  he  lives  in  the  shadow  of 
the  Almighty,  he  will  not  falter.  The  future 
must  reckon  with  Harold  B.  Lee. 


HAROLD  B.  LEE— (Continued) 

His    two    lovely    daughters,     Maurine    Lee 
Wilkins,  wife  of  Ernest  J.  Wilkins,  and  Helen 


YOU  CAN  NEVER  TELL 

You  never  can  tell  when  you  send  a  word 

Like  an  arrow  shot  from  a  bow 

By  an  archer  blind,  be  it  cruel,  or  kind. 

Just  where  it  may  chance  to  go. 

It  may  pierce  the  breast  of  your  dearest  friend, 

Tipped  with  its  poison  or  balm, 

To  a  stranger's  heart  in  life's  great  mart 

It  may  carry  its  pain  or  its  calm. 

You  never  can  tell  when  you  do  an  act 

Just  what  the  result  will  be. 

But  with  every  deed  you  are  sowing  a  seed; 

Though  the  harvest  you  may  not  see. 

Each  kindly  act  is  an  acorn  dropped 

In  God's  productive  soil; 

You  may  not  know,  but  the  tree  shall  grow 

With  shelter  for  those  who  toil. 

You  never  can  tell  what  your  thoughts  may  do 

In  bringing  you  hate  or  love. 

For  thoughts  are  things,  and  their  airy  wings 

Are  swifter  than  carrier  doves. 

They  follow  the  law  of  the  universe — 

Each  thing  must  create  its  kind. 

And  they  speed  o'er  the  tract  to  bring  you  back 

Whatever  went  from   vour  mind. 
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DEPARTURES  ...... 

ELDER  MICHAEL  J.  CLARKE  was  honour- 
ably released  from  his  missionary  labours  on 
March  19th,  1954.  He  made  his  departure  from 
Africa  the  same  day  aboard  the  "Carnarvon 
Castle." 

Elder  Clarke  began  his  labours  in  Gwelo. 
Southern  Rhodesia;  then  was  transferred  to  the 
Transvaal  district,  where  he  served  as  Super- 
vising Elder.  He  spent  the  last  month  of  his 
mission  in  Port  Elizabeth,  where  he  was  also 
Supervising  Elder. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  farewell  to  this  fine 
Elder.  He  left  behind  him  numerous  friends 
that  have  grown  to  admire  and  respect  him  very 
much  due  to  the  righteous  influence  that  he  has 
had  on  the  lives  of  many  people.  Especially  is 
his  presence  missed  in  the  Transvaal  District, 
where  Elder  Clarke  laboured  so  faithfully  for 
most  of  his  mission. 

May  the  Lord  bless  him  as  he  returns  to  his 
home,  that  he  will  continue  to  be  as  successful 
throughout  his  life,  as  he  has  been  in  the  mis- 
sion field  for  the  past  2  years. 


ARRIVALS  .  .  .  .  . 

ELDERS  IVANS  T.  SCHMID  and  LAWRENCE 
J.  STOKES  arrived  aboard  the  "Carnarvon 
Castle"  on  March  4th.  1954.  Elder  Schmid  comes 
from  Bern,  Idaho,  United  States,  and  Elder 
Stokes  comes  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  United 
States. 

Elder  Schmid  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Transvaal  district,  with  Elder  Frank  L. 
Jenkins.  Elder  Stokes  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal  district,  with 
Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith. 

ELDERS  LORIN  W.  PICKETT,  LYNN  P. 
WALKER,  JERRY  S.  YOUNG,  and  DONALD 
G.  SPENCER  arrived  aboard  the  "Edin- 
burgh Castle"  on  March,  11th,  1954. 
Elder  Pickett  comes  from  Ogden,  Utah,  U.S.A.. 


Elder  Walker  from  Springville.  Utah.  U.S.A., 
Elder  Young  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  U.S.A.. 
and  Elder  Spencer  from  Murray.  Utah,  U.S.A. 

Elder  Pickett  has  been  assiged  to  labour  in 
Springs,  within  the  Transvaal  district,  with 
Elder  Charles  M.  Sessions;  Elder  Walker 
assigned  to  Johannesburg,  within  the  Transvaal 
district,  with  Elder  Dean  Jarman;  Elder  Young 
has  also  been  assigned  to  the  Transvaal  district, 
to  labour  with  Elder  Jerald  Johansen  in  Krugers- 
dorp;  Elder  Spencer  assigned  to  labcur  in  Port 
Elizabeth  with  Eider  Gary  Elliott. 

May  the  Lord  be  with  these  six  fine  mis- 
sionaries, that  have  given  up  two  years  of  their 
lives  to  labour  in  His  service. 


STATISTICS 

BLESSINGS 


LESLIE  WARD  POWRIE,  son  of  Charles  Ken- 
neth and  Philippa  Dryden  Dymond  was  blessed 
on  March  7th,  1954.  by  Elder  Richard  M.  Dunn 
at  Krugersdorp. 

ALLAN  VINCENT  SPEAR,  son  of  Sydney  John 
and  Inez  Elizabeth  Altona,  was  blessed  on 
March  7th,  1954,  by  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks  at 
Bloemfontein. 

ANDRE  RICHARD  TERBLANCHE,  son  cf  Gor- 
don and  Patricia  Daphne  Carter,  was  blessed 
on  March  7th,  1954.  by  President  LeRoy  H. 
Duncan  at  Cumorah. 

MILLICENT  PATRICIA  WINN,  daughter  ol 
Leslie   George    Herbert   and    Patricia    Adeline 


Toughey,  was  blessed  on  March  7th,  1954,  by 
Elden  Allen  L.  Caldwell  at  East  London. 

CHERYL  YVONNE  RANDAL,  daughter  of 
Geoffrey  Dell  and  Gabriel  Mary  Rhoda 
Toughey.  was  blessed  on  March  7th.  1954,  by 
Elder  Allan  L.  Caldwell  at  East  London. 

GERALDINE  RUTH  RANDAL,  daughter  of 
Gacffr^y  D»!l  pnd  G?briel  M°ry  ^cda 
Toughey.  was  blessed  on  March  7th,  1954.  by 
Elder  Allen  L.  Caldwell  at  East  London. 

DIANE  MARGARET  HARRISON,  daughter  of 
Edgar  and  Jean  Eileen  Campbell,  was  blessed 
on  March  21st,  1954,  by  Elder  Charles  M.  Ses- 
sions at  Springs. 
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BAPTISMS 


GRACE  BARRY  was  baptised  on  March  7th. 
1954.  by  Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Ronald  O.  Ragsdale 
at  Durban. 

JUDITH  JOHANNA  JUBBF.R.  daughter  of 
William  Alexander  and  Johanna  Cornelia  Nel. 
was  baptised  on  March  14th.  1954.  by  Elder 
Byron  Y.  Low  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  President  LeRoy  H.  Duncan  at  Bulawayo. 

MURIEL  WINIFRED  MARIF  SNOWDEN  was 
baptised  on  March  21st,  1954.  by  Elder  Donald 
D  Salmon  and  confirmed  on  trio  same  day  by 
Brother  Alwin  Hubert,  at  Cumorah. 

MADELAINE  VAN  NIEKERK  was  baptised  on 
March  21st.  1954.  by  Elder  Donald  D.  Salmon 


and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Lowell  D.  Wood  at  Cumorah. 

ELENOR  ALKXANDRIA  KALLIS,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Richard  and  Margaret  Edith  Pirie. 
was  baptised  on  March  14th.  1954  by  Elder 
Joseph  E.  Koeven  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
dav  bv  Elder  Gary  D.  Porbush  at  Cumcrah. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  ERNEST  LEHMEN- 
SICH  was  baptised  on  March  21st,  1954.  by 
Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Joseph  E.  Koeven  at  Cumorah. 

CAROLE  ISABEL  RAMBLING  was  baptised  on 
March  21st.  1954,  by  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Don  M. 
Le  Baron  at  Cumorah. 


ORDINATIONS 


HENRY  ALFRED  FROST  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
14th,  1954.  by  President  LeRoy  H.  Duncan  at 
Bulawayo 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  JUBBER.  JR..  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
March  14th.  1954.  by  Elder  Byron  Y.  Low  at 
Bulawayo. 

WALTER  TAYLOR  JUBBER  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
14,  1954.  by  Elder  Garn  Christensen  at  Bula- 
wavo. 

VERNON  WILLIAM  SPEAR  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st.  1954,  by  Elder  Donald  M.  Cole  at  Luan- 
shya. 

ROBERT  HENRY  TERBLANCHE  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1954.  by  Elder  Richard  D.  Sampson  at 
Luanshya. 

DOUGLAS  EDGAR  CHARSLEY  was  ordained 
an  Elder  in  the  Melchezidek  Priesthood  on 
March  21st.  1954.  by  President  LQRoy  H.  Dun- 
can at  Luanshva. 

ALFRED  SHELVER  was  ordained  an  Elder  in 
the  Melchezidek  Priesthood  on  March  21st. 
1954.  bv  Brother  Thomas  Wilson  at  Cumorah. 

HUGH  HELM  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  the 
Melchezidek  Priesthood  on  March  21st.  1954, 
bv  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood  at  Cumorah. 

BERNARD  FREDERICK  RAYNER  was  or- 
dained, an  Elder  in  the  Melchezidek  Priesthood 
on  March  21st,  1954.  by  Brother  Samuel 
Rayner  at  Cumorah. 


ANDREW  FRANCIS  FOURIE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st.  1954.  by  Elder  Donald  D.  Salmon  at 
Cumorah. 

CLYDE  JOHN  DARVALL  GELDENHUYS  was 
ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  March  21st.  1954.  by  Elder  Don  L?Baron  at 
Cumorah. 

KEITH  WILLIAM  HUBERT  was  ordained  a 
Deaccn  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1954,  by  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  at 
Cumorah. 

THEO  MARK  RAYNER  was  ordained  a  Priest 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  by  Elder  George  B. 
Everton  on  March  21st.  1954.  at  Cumorah. 

DONN  CATHOL  CHERRETT  PARK  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
March  21st,  1954,  by  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  at 
Cumorah. 

STANFORD  HUGH  PARK  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st.  1954.  by  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl  at  Cumorah. 

WALTER  MACK  PARK  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March  21st,  1954. 
by  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  at  Cumorah. 

SYDNEY  ARTHUR  NEWTON  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1954.  by  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl  at  Cumorah. 

RONALD  EDWIN  NEWTON  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1954.  by  Brother  Alvin  Park  at  Cumorah. 

RICHARD  NINOW  was  ordained  a  Teacher  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March  21st.  1954. 
by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  at  Cumorah. 


DEATHS 


EARL  LEGRANDE  KEHL,  son  of  George 
Edward  Kehl  and  Ida  Alice  Dix— Peek  died  on 
March  9th.  1954.  at  Johannesburg. 


MARRIAGE 

ABRAHAM  ISAAC  JUBBER  was  married  to 
MISS  ISABEL  MARTHA  COLE  on  February 
27th,  1954.  at  Springs. 
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TRANSFERS 


ELDER  FRANK  M.  CROWTHER  was  trans- 
ferred to  Durban  from  the  Transvaal  on  March 
13th,  1954,  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  O. 
Gordon  Lyman. 

ELDER  DEAN  JARMAN  was  transferred  to 
the  Transvaal  from  Bloemfontein  on  March  15th, 
1954,  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  Lynn 
Walker. 

ELDER  DON  M.  LEBARON  was  transferred 
to  "Cumorah"  from  the  Transvaal  on  March 
16th,   1954. 

ELDER  RONALD  RAGSDALE  was  trans- 
ferred from  Durban  to  Bloemfontein  on  March 


19th,  to  labour  with  Elder  Rulon  Fairbanks. 

ELDER  ELWOOD  V.  EDDY  was  transferred 
to  Bulawayo  from  Salisbury  on  March  25th,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Royal  Jensen. 

ELDER  ROYAL  D.  JENSEN  was  transferred 
to  Bulawayo  on  March  25th,  to  labour  with 
Elder  Elwood  V.  Eddy. 

ELDER  KEN  L.  LEE  was  transferred  to  East 
London  from  the  Transvaal  on  March  25th,  1054, 
where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  Orville  Grigor. 

ELDER  JOSEPH  E.  KOEVEN  was  transferred 
from  the  Cape  District  to  the  Transvaal  on 
March  28th,  1954. 


FAITH— (Continued) 

the  reclaiming  of  the  Jews,  when  he  declared 
that  "the  fullness  of  my  gospel  shall  be 
preached  upto  them;  And  they  shall  believe  in 
me,  that  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
and  shall  praise  the  Father  in  my  name.  Then 
will  the  fathers  gather  them  together  again  and 
given  unto  them  Jerusalem  for  the  land  of  their 
inheritance."  (3  Nephi  20:  30-31.) 

It  has  been  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to 
me  to  know  that  those  who  are  now  planning 
for  a  standard  missionary  programme  to  be 
given  out  to  the  stakes  and  to  the  missions  of 
the  Church,  have  laid  as  the  foundation  for  the 
introduction  of  the  gospel  to  those  who  are  our 
friends  and  investigators,  a  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  the  Godhead  of  this  world,  and  a 
belief  in  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the 
Son  of  the  Living  God. 

To  me  the  reclaiming  of  the  souls  of  men 
must  be  begun  by  building  faith,  just  as  the 
parents  in  this  dispensation  were  taught  must 
be  so  in  their  own  families.  In  the  early  rise 
of  the  Church,  the  Lord  said,  "Wherefore,  I 
the  Lord,  knowing  the  calamity  which  should 
come  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  called 
upon  my  servant  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and 
spake  unto  him  from  heaven,  and  gave  him 
commandments;  And  also  gave  command- 
ments to  others,  that  they  should  proclaim  these 
things  unto  the  world  .  .  .  That  faith  also  might 
increase  in  the  earth."  (D.  &  C.  1:  17-18,  21.) 

God  grant  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
be  so  effectively  taught  in  all  the  world  that 
the  prayer  of  our  President  might  be  fully 
realized,  that  it  might  be  an  effective  weapon 
against  communism  and  dictatorship  in 
nations,  and  sin  and  wickedness  in  men,  I 
humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen. 
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BENONI    NEWS 

Reported  by  Maud  Taggart. 

On  February  27th,  the  Benoni  members 
played  host  to  Springs  at  a  softball  game  played 
here.  A  very  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent, 
not  only  for  the  players  but  also  for  the 
eighty  spectators  that  turned  out  for  the  game. 
It  is  hoped  that  many  more  such  events  will 
take  place  in  the  future.  The  scene  changed 
from  the  ball  field  to  Sister  Charlton's  in  the 
evening,  where  an  enjoyable  party  was  held. 

The  first  Sunday  evening  service  ever  held 
in  Benoni  was  held  on  March  18th.  It  was 
Well  attended  and  we  hope  to  have  many  more 
in  the  future  as  equally  successful. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Clarence   Doller, 

18  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  say  farewell  to  Elder 
Clarke,  who  is  now  on  his  way  home.  During 
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his  short  stay  here  wc  grew  to  admire  him 
very  much.  We  welcome  Elder  Spencer  and 
hope  that  he  will  enjoy  his  labour  in  Port 
Elizabeth. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  Sister  Doller  still  very 
ill.  It  is  our  prayer  that  before  long  she  will 
be  well  again. 

BLOEMI  ONTEIN   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks, 

72  Andries  Pretorius  St.,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlen 

Last  month  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing  President  David  O. 
McKay's  Transvaal  District  Conference 
speeches,  that  had  been  recorded  by  Brother 
Sid  Spear.  We  all  appreciated  this  kind  and 
thoughtful  gesture  on  Brother  Spear's  part. 

The  ladies  of  the  Branch  have  been  busy 
baking,  and  held  a  most  successful  cake  stall, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  general  building  funds. 

The  primary  is  in  full  swing  under  the 
capable  direction  of  Sister  Daubney  and  Mrs. 
Milne. 

We  recently  said  good-bye  to  Elder  Dean 
Jarman,  who  has  been  transferred  to  Johan- 
nesburg. He  will  be  missed  by  all  of  us, 
especially  the  children  in  his  Sunday  School 
Class. 

We  are  striving  to  carry  out  plans  for  the 
raising  of  money  for  the  Church  building 
fund.  The  young  Utermohlen's  are  trying  to 
do  their  part  by  building  a  Punch  and  Judy 
show. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President,  H.  Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Mavis  Louw. 

A  well  organized  softball  game  took  place  at 
Benoni  between  the  members  and  the  mis- 
sionaries from  Benoni  and  the  members  and 
missionaries  from  Springs.  A  very  enjoyable 
afternoon  was  spent  by  all  who  attended  the 
game.  Thanks  to  the  Benoni  members  we  cul- 
minated a  fine  afternoon  with  a  bioscope  and 
ice-cream-cake  feast  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Charlton. 

Although  we  won  the  game  at  Benoni,  our 
glory  was  short-lived,  for  on  the  following 
week-end,  the  Springs  men  played  the  Trans- 
vaal missionaries  and  were  soundly  trounced. 

As  Building  Fund  is  Priority  No.  1.  a  tennis 
competition  and  afternoon  dinner  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Futter  by  Sister  Maggie  Futter  and 
Mrs.  Kathie  Hugo.  A  substantial  amount 
was      collected      for      our      Chapel,      which 


by  the  way  is  going  through  its  decorative 
stage.  Sonic  very  complimentary  remarks 
have  been  passed  by  the  outside  public  about 
the  features  of  the  building  in  general. 

The  Springs  Branch  wishes  to  take  the  op- 
portunity to  express  its  thanks  to  those  mem- 
bers of  the  following  branches  who  responded 
some  years  ago  when  we  made  an  appeal  to 
the  Mission:  Liahona  (now  closed  down), 
North  Western  Branch,  Durban  Branch  and 
Sister  Grotique  of  Kimberley.  We,  through 
the  medium  of  the  C.S.M.  extend  an  invitation 
to  all  the  members  of  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion to  attend  the  dedication  of  our  Chapel 
at  a  date  to  be  announced  soon. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  transfer  of 
Brother  Alex.  Wilson  to  the  Free  State. 
Brother  Wilson  has  been  one  of  the  stalwarts 
of  the  branch  ever  since  he  joined  the  Church. 
At  the  same  time  we  want  to  congratulate  him 
on  his  promotion  as  smelter  on  the  Pres. 
Brand  mine.  We  wish  him  every  success  in 
the  future. 

Brother  Aiex.  Wilson  and  Brother  Reaford 
Futter  spent  their  vacations  at  home  this  year 
to  get  a  real  rest.  Our  Branch  President. 
Brother  Hugo,  and  family  leave  at  the  end  of 
the  month  for  an  extended  holiday  at  the 
Cape.  We  wish  them  an  enjoyable  and  bene- 
ficial holiday  and  a  safe  return. 

Under  the  close  supervision  of  Brother 
John  Troskie  a  few  of  the  brethren  turned  up 
for  the  first  Priesthood  project  of  the  Springs 
Branch.  We  are  making  our  pews  ourselves 
and  it  is  a  thrill  to  lend  our  practical  efforts  as 
well  as  our  monetary  means  to  the  building  of 
our  Chapel. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir, 
119,  Kitchen  Ave.,  Bez.  Valley,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Mary  Miilan  Stark. 

Hearty  congratulations  to  Julia  and  Hennie 
van  Rensburg  on  the  birth  of  a  dainty  little 
girl,  to  be  known  as  Gail,  and  although  her 
birth  was  premature  both  mother  and  child 
are  progressing  steadily.  Sister  Lily  Wood  is 
justly  proud  of  another  grandchild. 

Sister  Wagner  and  her  Counsellors,  Sister 
Seeman  and  Maartens.  took  charge  of  the 
Sunday  evening  Sacrament  Service  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  the  month  on  behalf  of  the  Relief 
Society,  and  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
excellent  programme  presented.  In  choral 
verse,  song,  readings,  a  talk  by  Norma  Ninow 
and  singing  by  the  Ramah  Relief  Society 
Choir  the  theme  was  admirably  expounded. 
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The  Ramah  Building  Fund  Committee  is 
working  very  hard  on  several  projects  in  order 
to  raise  the  necessary  money  to  enable  comple- 
tion of  the  new  Chapel.  They  sponsored  a 
very  successful  concert  this  month.  The  Com- 
mittee is  grateful  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
her  artists  and  the  local  members  for  the  ex- 
cellent fare  provided.  A  mammoth  bazaar 
has  been  planned  for  the  29th  May.  Mean- 
while the  Chapel  site  is  being  cleared  and  a 
start  will  soon  be  made  on  preparing  the 
foundations. 

The  Genealogical  Committee  continues  its 
activity  and  this  month  organized  a  cake  sale 
to  increase  funds  in  order  to  provide  materials 
for  research. 

Ramah  Branch  is  happy  to  welcome  Brother 
and  Sister  Minnie  and  their  family  into  our 
midst,  as  they  have  moved  here  from  Ver- 
eeniging.  Welcome  visitors  recently  were 
Brother  and  Sister  Stephen  Brummer  and  their 
family  from  Vereeniging. 

Evenine  Stark  is  missed  from  auxiliary 
activities  where  she  acted  as  pianist  and  coun- 
sellor in  Mutual,  as  she  has  entered  the  G.  B. 
Alexander  Nursing  College,  to  undertake 
training  as  a  Nurse.  We  wish  her  luck  and 
trust  that  she  will  be  a  good  example  to  those 
with  whom  she  works. 

The  M.I. A.  officers  have  been  very  busy 
this  month  as  they  have  an  ambitious  pro- 
gramme for  the  coming  months  and  are  also 
organizing  a  Tennis  Club  which  will  make  use 
of  the  court  on  the  Chapel  site. 

DURBAN    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  John  F.  Grismore, 

21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

We  welcome  Sister  Grace  Barry  into  the 
Church,  who  was  baptised  on  March  7th.  May 
she  always  find  peace  and  comfort  in  the  Gos- 
pel and  with  her  associations  with  the  mem- 
bers. 

The  Relief  Society  here  is  progressing  very 
well,  with  a  wonderful  spirit  of  love  and 
fellowship  amongst  the  sisters.  Their  evening 
programme  on  the  14th  March  was  an  excel- 
lent one.  Talks  on  the  theme  were  given  by 
Sister  Nickie  Henning,  who  is  President,  and 
her  two  counsellors,  Sister  M.  Wiblin  and 
Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn.  Sister  Lavinia  Bosse 
gave  a  choral  reading,  and  the  singing  Sisters 
gave  an  excellent  rendition  of  "Jesus,  the  very 
thought  of  thee." 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elder  Ragsdale  leave 
our  Branch  and  we  wish  him  much  happiness 
in  Bloemfontein. 


We  are  very  glad  to  have  Elders  Godfrey 
and  Crowther  with  us,  and  we'd  like  to  wel- 
come Elder  Stokes,  too,  who  is  labouring  in 
the  Pietermaritzburg  area  with  Elder  Smith. 
The  Pietermaritzburg  area  was  opened  on  the 
10th  March,  and  we  pray  the  Lord  will  bless 
their  labours  there. 

Durban  is  in  for  a  sparkling  season  of 
Basketball,  as  the  M.I. A.  have  organized  an 
M.  Men  Team,  which  has  been  entered  in  the 
League.  A  special  vote  of  thanks  goes  to 
Roy  Carlson,  in  this  accomplishment. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder   Byron  Y.   Low, 

72,  Park  Road,  Suburbs,  Bulawayo,  S.R. 

Reported  by  W.  A.  Jubber,  jnr. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  Sunday  the 
14th  of  March,  and  we  were  privileged  to 
have  President  Duncan  with  us. 

March  the  14th  is  a  day  we  will  long  re- 
member in  the  Bulawayo  Branch,  as  Walter 
Jubber,  Alfred  Frost,  and  William  Jubber,  jnr., 
were  ordained  to  the  office  of  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  this  day.  With  these 
added  blessings  to  our  Branch  we  should  pro- 
gress rapidly. 

The  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jubber 
was  baptised  also  on  the  14th,  and  this  gave 
the  day  even  more  importance. 

On  Sunday,  7th  March,  the  Relief  Society 
Sisters  held  their  Special  programme  which 
was  very  much  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Brother  Douglas  Charsley, 

130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  welcome  back  sister 
Aletta  Terblanche  after  her  long  absence. 
Brother  Robert,  who  has  been  'smitten  with 
boils'  like  Job  of  old,  is  also  bearing  them  with 
patience. 

A  successful  District  Conference  was  held 
on  Sunday  the  22nd  March.  We  were  all  very 
glad  to  welcome  President  Duncan  again.  We 
found  his  beautiful  talks  very  inspiring,  and 
refreshing. 

Tears  of  joy  flowed  freely  when  Brothers 
Robert  Terblanche  and  Vernon  Spear  were 
ordained  Deacons  and  Brother  Douglas 
Charsley  was  ordained  an  elder.  After  such 
a  long  famine  of  the  Priesthood  in  this  land 
this  great  blessing  was  appreciated  very  sin- 
cerely. 
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N'KANA    NEWS 
Reported  by  Arlene  Morris 

The  N'Kana  members  were  again  privileged 
to  attend  the  District  Conference  held  at 
Luanshya.  We  were  all  very  happy  to  see 
President  Duncan  again  but  we  missed  the 
smiling  face  of  Sister  Duncan  who  was  not 
with  us  this  year. 

Both  sessions  of  Conference  went  off  well 
and  some  very  inspirational  talks  were  given. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

During  the  month  we  have  been  delighted 
to  have  with  us  Sister  Stark  from  Johannes- 
burg and  Brother  and  Sister  Trollip  from 
Port  Elizabeth.  We  hope  they  enjoyed  their 
visit. 

It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Zinn  and  Maureen 
back  from  Oudtshoorn,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
Andre,  too,  enjoyed  his  vacation  among  the 
ostriches. 

The  M.I.A.  film-show  on  the  2nd  was  very 
well  patronised,  and  we  feel  sure  that  every- 
body enjoyed  the  evening. 

On  Wednesday,  the  3rd,  we  commenced  our 
series  of  teacher  training  lessons.  Sister  Nora 
Duncan  is  the  instructor  at  these  lessons  and 
is  very  capably  carrying  out  her  responsibility. 

Sunday  evening,  March  7th,  was  Relief 
Society  Programme  evening.  The  programme 
consisted  of  talks  by  Sister  Nora  Duncan  and 
Sister  Wiid,  scripture  readings  by  Sisters 
Rosaline  van  Schalkwyk  and  Cynthia  Steen- 
Neilssen,  and  the  choir  composed  entirely  of 
Relief  Society  members  rendered  two  beauti- 
ful songs. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  Brother  Eric  Bibb 
back  in  Cape  Town  for  a  while.  We  have 
missed  him  while  he  has  been  out  in  the 
'bundu'. 

There  has  been  quite  a  lot  of  sickness 
amongst  the  members,  and  we  are  glad  to  have 
most  of  them  back  with  us  in  our  meetings. 
Sister  Elizabeth  Neale  and  Sister  Bibb  are  still 
recuperating. 

We  enjoyed  very  much  the  showing  of  slides 
of  the  1947  Mormon  Trek,  which  were  shown 
by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  on  the  15th.  This 
show  was  sponsored  by  the  Branch  Genea- 
logical Society,  and  Sister  Rayner  rounded  off 
the  evening  by  telling  us  of  the  plans  which 
have  been  formulated  for  getting  the  Branch 
records  up  to  date. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Maria 
Butt  has  been  ill  but  we  t/ust  that  she  will 
soon  be  well  again. 

Our     deepest     sympathy     is     extended     to 


Brother  and  Sister  Kehl  and  family  on  the 
death  of  their  son  and  brother,  Earl  Kehl.  We 
would  like  them  to  know  that  our  thoughts  are 
with  them,  although  they  are  so  far  from  our 
shores. 

Several  of  our  members  have  been  away  on 
holidays,  and  we  hope  that  their  holidays  have 
done  them  the  world  of  good.  Sisters  Rosaline 
and  Helene  van  Schalkwyk,  Sister  Antoinette 
Macfarlane  and  Ian,  Sister  Zoraida  Williams 
and  Brother  and  Mrs.  John  Wilson  are 
amongst  the  vacationers. 

Sister  Florence  Vigus  has  recently  returned 
home  from  hospital.  We  hope  that  she  is 
now  feeling  on  top  of  the  world  again. 

We  wish  to  extend  a  very  warm  and  sincere 
welcome  to  Sister  Snowden  and  Brother 
Lehmensich  who  were  baptised  on  the  21st. 

Mutual  is  now  well  underway  with  lessons 
and  entertainments.  On  the  23rd  the  M.  Men 
and  Gleaners  together  with  the  Juniors  went 
out  to  Wynberg  Park  for  a  bonfire  evening.  It 
was  a  fine,  cool  evening  and  the  young  people 
enjoyed  the  pantomime  skit,  the  stories  and, 
of  course,  the  eats.  The  Special  Interest  class 
stayed  at  Cumorah  and  had  a  "hot-dog"  fare- 
well supper  for  Elder  and  Sister  Everton  who 
are  leaving  soon  for  Port  Elizabeth. 


MIGHT  HATH  DECREED 

A  father  was  watching  his  boys  at  play, 
With  their  ships  of  wood  and  their  man  of 

clay, 
When  an  elder  brother  with  common  belief 
Decreed  that  he  should  be  hailed  the  chief; 
But    the    younger,    enraged,    to    his    father 

appealed, 
And  prayed  such  decision  should  be  repealed; 
But  the  father  replied  to  the  child  at  his  knee, 
"My  son,  these  things  have  just  got  to  be!" 
And  God  looked  down  on  His  souls  at  play, 
With  their  arms  of  steel  and  their  ships  arrayed. 
Oh!  they  strove  for  war — then  they  prayed  for 

peace, 
Ignoring  the  treasures  within  their  reach; 
Men  lust  for  wealth — men  lust  for  power, 
The  weak  to  the  strong  are  forced  to  cower, 
Might  through  the  age  hath  so  decreed, 
But  why,  O  God!  Must  these  things  be? 
Not  till  Thy  Kingdom  shall  come  on  earth, 
Not  till  men  gain  their  newborn  birth, 
Can  wanton  hate  and  greedy  lust 
Be  banished  and  deeply  laid  in  dust; 
Oh!  the  wise  seek  Truth  in  every  land, 
O  God  teach  the  fool  to  understand  — 
Though  Might  may  be  right  in  death's  dark 

vale, 
Those  who  trust  in  Thee  shall  yet  prevail. 
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